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1.
INTRODUCTION

Lancashire Constabulary recognises the importance to the nation’s economy of the ability of the haulage industry to safely, successfully and efficiently transport abnormal indivisible loads (AIL’s) on the highways network of the County.

Legislation does not contain any requirement for any abnormal road to be escorted.  Legally enforceable standards exist for the notification of abnormal load movement to both the Chief Constable and the Highways Authorities.

Lancashire Constabulary is not responsible for ensuring the safe operational passage of abnormal indivisible loads on the roads of Lancashire; this is the role of the haulier. This policy document should be read in conjunction with the Lancashire Constabulary Abnormal Indivisible Loads Supporting Procedures (D61074).

2. AIMS

· To implement the findings of the 1998 ACPO review on the privatisation of abnormal loads escorts.

· To implement the findings of the Policing Bureaucracy Task Force (2002) recommendations to remove the burden of escorting abnormal indivisible loads from the police service.

· To implement the findings of the review of roles and responsibilities between the Highways Agency and the police service and the recommendation to shift responsibility for the management of the movement of abnormal indivisible loads from the police to the Highways Agency.

· To place the responsibility for the safe movement of abnormal indivisible loads onto the haulage industry where the legal emphasis of road traffic legislation and health and safety at work legislation places the requirement. The Lancashire Constabulary will no longer escort Abnormal Indivisible Loads unless circumstances exist where the Abnormal Loads Officer deems a police escort necessary.

3.
POLICY DETAILS


3.1 Escorting of Abnormal Indivisible Loads


· The purpose of this policy document is to provide members of the Lancashire Constabulary with detailed guidance on the procedures to be followed in the escort of abnormal indivisible loads within Lancashire. This guidance includes provision for the escort of abnormal loads on the motorway networks and other road infrastructure managed by or on behalf of Lancashire Constabulary, full details of which are included in the Lancashire Constabulary Abnormal Indivisible Loads Supporting Procedures.

· The Chief Superintendent (Southern Division) will appoint an Abnormal Loads officer to have responsibility for managing the notification process on behalf of the Chief Constable ensuring that abnormal load movements within Lancashire are operated in accordance with this policy, and with the Abnormal Loads Procedures. Divisional Commanders will be responsible for appointing Communications staff to manage the operational guidelines. As from 1st March 2004, abnormal indivisible loads will be privately escorted unless otherwise determined by the Lancashire Constabulary’s Abnormal Loads Officer.

3.2 Appeals

A member of the public who wishes to appeal against their treatment under this policy may do so by writing to the Chief Constable. There may, in certain cases, be a further right of appeal to the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC). 

In the case of allegations of misconduct against a police officer, these should be reported to the Assistant Chief Constable (Professional Standards) for officers up to and including the rank of Chief Superintendent. Allegations of misconduct in respect of officers above the rank of Chief Superintendent should be reported to the Clerk to the Police Authority.

4. RESPONSIBILITY

The Superintendent, Support Services, G Division, is the owner of the Policy and is responsible for ensuring it is implemented and for referring any proposed changes to the Policy through the corporate decision making process for agreement.
Individual managers and supervisors are responsible for ensuring that the Policy is applied in their area of operations.

5.
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